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Las imágenes, textos, archivos, enlaces y videos pertenecen a sus respectivos dueños 
y son mostrados en la web con fines informativos. Si existe algún material o publicación 
que se desee sea retirado por distintos motivos, favor de realizar un comentario en la 
publicación. 

 
Lo que aquí se publica, es para el provecho de todos los alumnos de tercer semestre 
en la educación media superior y no se busca de ninguna manera un lucro económico 
ni en especie. 

 
Se ajusta al derecho de todo humano de enseñar y aprender, te indicamos cómo y 
dónde se encuentra la información que buscas, pero no se almacena ningún tipo de 
archivos, documentos, software, imágenes ni música en servidores propios, este sitio 
no se hacen copias ilegales ni se daña o infringe ningún Copyright © y/o Derechos de 
Autor. 
 

Todo lo publicado fue encontrado en el World Wide Web, de Internet. por lo que nos 
limitamos a decir dónde está y cómo conseguirla, nosotros no la proveemos. 
En caso de que hubiese algún inconveniente con lo aquí publicado, pedimos que envíe 
un respetuoso comentario a la academia de Inglés de Nuevo León para poder dar 
solución al inconveniente. 
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By the end of the third semester of English the student reads, writes, understands and 
exchanges information about him/herself and others according to the context and time 
he/she is situated. 
 

The key learning points that English III helps to develop are: 
 
Competence  

 
Component  

 
Content  

 
Students will 
communicate, interact, 
and collaborate with 
others (transverse axis for 
all subjects from 
Communication and 
Social Sciences as 
disciplinary fields). 

 

 
Communication and 
interpersonal 
relationships. 
 
Integration of learning 
communities 
Contextualization of learning 
communities through 
students' interests and 
academic experiences 
 

 
Collaborative work in 
classroom as a basis for the 
integration of the learning 
community. 

 

Reading, writing, speaking 
and listening. 

Reading, writing and oral 
production as learning 
sources and abilities 
practice. 
 
The importance of reading 
to writing production. 
 
The importance of reading 
to writing in based argument 

The importance of 
language and grammar 
role in it. 

Argumentative text. 

The text as resource 
information and new ideas 

 
Providing reasonable 
opinions from the point of 

  making a text 

 
The justification of the 
students’ opinion with an 
argument. 
The solid construction of     
one´s original perspective. 

 
The argumentative 
writing. 
The original argumentative           
writing. 

 
Technology, information, 
communication and 
learning. 

 
Technology and human 
development. 
 
Generation and responsible 
use of information for 
learning. 

Web-based learning. 

 
The impact of technology 
on human development. 
 
Responsible use of 
information. 
 
Learning and innovation. In 
and from the web. 
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Creation of contents for 
learning. 
 
Use of technology to 
enhance web-based 
learning. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Programming to learn. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

5 
 

CONTENTS TABLE 
 

FIRST PARTIAL  Page 

Comparatives and superlatives                                                              6 

Will / going to 11 

Going to 13 

Modals 14 
SECOND PARTIAL  

Want / would like 21 

Would like 22 

Verbs-ing / verbs in infinitive 24 

Verbs in infinitive 24 

Adverbial phrases 25 

Adverbial phrases in different context 25 
THIRD PARTIAL  

Zero & first conditional 33 

Present perfect 36 

Phrasal verbs 41 
Online references and bibliography 45 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

6 
 

FIRST PARTIAL 
 

COMPARATIVES AND SUPERLATIVES 
Let´s remebered that the Adjectives are words that describe the qualities or states of 
being of nouns, for example: enormous, beautiful, tall, fun, fast. They can also describe 
the quantity of nouns: many, few, millions. 

There are two kinds of adjectives: Comparative and Superlative. 

Comparative adjectives 

Comparative adjectives are used to compare differences between the two objects they 
modify (larger, smaller, faster, higher). They are used in sentences where two nouns 
are compared, in this pattern: 

Noun (subject) + verb + comparative adjective + than + noun (object). 

The second item of comparison can be omitted if it is clear from the context (final 
example below). 

Examples 

• My house is larger than hers. 
• This box is smaller than the one I lost. 
• Your dog is faster than Jim's dog. 
• The rock is higher than the roof. 
• Jim and Jack are both fast, but Jack is faster. ("than Jim" is understood) 

Superlative adjectives 

Superlative adjectives are used to describe an object which is at the upper or lower limit 
of a quality (the tallest, the smallest, the fastest, the highest). They are used in 
sentences where a subject is compared to a group of objects. 

Noun (subject) + verb + the + superlative adjective + noun (object). 

The group that is being compared with can be omitted if it is clear from the context (final 
example below). 

Examples 

• My house is the largest one in our neighborhood. 
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• This is the smallest box I've ever seen. 
• Your dog was the fastest of any dog in the race. 
• We all have trees in our yard. My tree is the tallest. ("of all the trees" is 

understood) 

Forming regular comparatives and superlatives 

Forming comparatives and superlatives is easy. The form depends on the number of 
syllables in the original adjective. 

One syllable adjectives 

Add -er for the comparative and -est for the superlative. If the adjective has a consonant 
+ single vowel + consonant spelling, the final consonant must be doubled before adding 
the ending. 

Adjective Comparative Superlative 

tall taller tallest 

fat fatter fattest 

big bigger biggest 

sad sadder saddest 

Two syllables 
Adjectives with two syllables can form the comparative either by adding -er or by 
preceeding the adjective with more. These adjectives form the superlative either by 
adding -est or by preceeding the adjective with most. In many cases, both forms are 
used, although one usage will be more common than the other. If you are not sure 
whether a two-syllable adjective can take a comparative or superlative ending, play it 
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safe and use more and most instead. For adjectives ending in y, change the y to an i 
before adding the ending. 

Adjective Comparative Superlative 

happy happier happiest 

simple simpler simplest 

busy busier busiest 

tilted more tilted most tilted 

tangled more tangled most tangled 

Three or more syllables 
Adjectives with three or more syllables form the comparative by putting more in front of 
the adjective, and the superlative by putting most in front. 

Adjective Comparative Superlative 

important more important most important 
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Adjective Comparative Superlative 

expensive more expensive most expensive 

Irregular comparatives and superlatives 

These very common adjectives have completely irregular comparative and superlative 
forms. 

Adjective Comparative Superlative 

good better best 

bad worse worst 

little less least 

much more most 

far further / farther furthest / farthest 

Examples 

• Today is the worst day I've had in a long time. 
• Your painting is better than mine. 
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• This is the least expensive sweater in the store. 
• This sweater is less expensive than that one. 
• His house is far from town, but her house is even farther. 

 

Excercises: 

COMPLETE THE ADJECTIVES USING THE COMPARATIVE FORM 
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COMPLETE THE SENTENCES USING THE SUPERLATIVE FORM OF THE 
ADJECTIVES 

   

 

 

 

 

 
 

WILL / GOING TO 
Existen dos opciones para formar frases en futuro simple y continuo: will o going to.Sin 
embargo, es importante hacer énfasis en las circunstancias bajo las cuales podemos 
emplear cada una de estas opciones. Veamos: 

Usamos Will cuando: 

1. Hablamos de una decisión que tomamos espontáneamente: 
 
I'm hungry. I will buy a hamburger in the corner. /Tengo hambre. Compraré una 
hamburguesa en la esquina. 

 

2. Hablamos de actividades que queremos hacer o que otros quieren hacer, pero 
que no están totalmente planeadas: 
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Dani will travel around the world. / Dani viajará alrededor del mundo. 

 

3. Nos rehusamos a hacer algo. Para este caso, es necesario emplear la forma 
negativa de este auxiliar: 
 
I will not go to that party. / No iré a la fiesta. 

 

4. Pedimos ayuda: 
 
Will you help us with our project?/ ¿Nos ayudarás con nuestro proyecto? 

 

5. Hacemos una promesa: 

I will be at your house at 8 p.m., and I will bring popcorn. / Estaré en tu casa a las 
8pm., y traeré palomitas de maíz. 

6. Hacemos predicciones con base en nuestras opiniones: 
 
It will be a fantastic party. / Será una fiesta fantástica. 

 

7. Hacemos referencia a algo que ocurrirá en el futuro, intervengamos o no: 
 
The equinox will be on September 21. / El equinoccio será el 21 de septiembre. 

Excercises: 

Escribe oraciones afirmativas en future simple (will). 

1. I /do/this/later. 
___________________________________________________________ 

2. We/go shopping. 
___________________________________________________________ 

3. The sun/shine. 
___________________________________________________________ 

4. Peter/call/you. 
___________________________________________________________ 

5. They/be/there. 
___________________________________________________________ 
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GOING TO 

Usamos Going to cuando: 

1. Hablamos de las actividades que hemos planeado y haremos en el futuro: 
 
First, we are going to stop at the coffee shop to buy coffee. Then, we are going 
to pick you up. / Primero, vamos a parar en la cafetería por café. Luego, vamos 
a recogerte. 

2. Hacemos predicciones basadas en hechos que podemos percibir: 
 
The sky is gray. I think it's going to rain later. / El cielo está gris. Creo que va a 
llover más tarde. 

3. Tenemos seguridad de que algo va a suceder: 
 
He is going to come. I am sure. / Él va a venir. Estoy seguro. 

Excercises: 

Put the verbs into the correct form (future I). Use going to. 

1. It (rain) is going to ra. 

2. They (eat)  stew. 

3. I (wear)  blue shoes tonight. 

4. We (not / help)  you. 

5. Jack (not / walk)  home. 

6. (cook / you)  dinner? 

7. Sue (share / not)  her biscuits. 

8. (leave / they)  the house? 

9. (take part / she)  in the contest? 

10. I (not / spend)  my holiday abroad this year. 
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MODALS 
 
Los modal verbs, o verbos modales, son aquellos verbos en inglés que ayudan a que 
una oración tenga un mejor significado gracias a su función. Puedes utilizarlos cuando 
quieras darle otro significado a una oración. Por ejemplo, si quieres pedir permiso para 
hablar o para saber si podrían venir a buscarte. 

Entonces, estos verbos que sirven como verbos auxiliares, buscan darle un significado 
especifico a ciertas acciones. Ahora, ¿cuáles son y cómo utilizarlos? Domínalos con 
este completo artículo sobre verbos modales en inglés. 

Lista de modal verbs más comunes 

1. Can 
Su significado dependerá de lo que quieras decir. Puedes usarlo para expresar 
alguna posibilidad o petición, o para decir que estás habilitado o capacitado para 
algo. 

2. Could 
Este modal verb viene a ser la forma en pasado de “can”. Su significado es el 
mismo, pero el tiempo verbal expresa algo que ya sucedió, o también es 
utilizado para brindar alternativas. 

3. May 
Es una variación del verbo “can”, pero es un verbo modal más formal. Si quieres 
pedir permiso, esta es una buena forma. Con él puedes contar o establecer una 
posibilidad. 

4. Might 
Para sugerencias o posibilidades, este verbo lo expresa claramente. Su uso 
depende del contexto, siendo mucho más flexible que “may”. 

5. Will 
Este es un verbo que habla sobre el futuro. Predicción, pregunta o inquietud, 
establece que es posible o ya es factible que algo suceda después. 

6. Would 
Habla de hábitos que realizabas antes. También puede utilizarse en tiempo 
futuro si tu intención es mostrar que estás dispuesto a hacer algo o establecer 
condiciones. 

7. Must 
Expresa necesidad o una sugerencia contundente. Además, implica que puedes 
llegar a suponer referente a algo. 

8. Shall 
Este es un verbo no muy común por ser formal. Su significado es como el del 
verbo “will”, expresa algo en relación a lo que puede llegar a suceder. 

9. Should 
Se utiliza más a la hora de dar consejos, hacer o pedir sugerencias, opiniones y 
acciones, o para generar cierto nivel de expectativa ante algo futuro. 

https://englishlive.ef.com/es-mx/blog/laboratorio-de-gramatica/como-aprender-los-verbos-irregulares-en-ingles/
https://englishlive.ef.com/es-mx/blog/ingles-en-la-vida-real/5-maneras-faciles-de-dar-consejos-en-ingles/


 

15 
 

10. Ought to 
No es muy frecuente que te encuentres con este verbo. Sin embargo, su 
significado es parecido al de “should”. 

Ahora que conoces estos verbos modales, veamos su traducción y cómo puedes 
utilizarlos: 

1. Can 

Este verbo puede tener diversas traducciones, dependiendo de su contexto, pero las 
más comunes son puedes, pueden, puedo, sé, sabe, sabes. Un ejemplo de esto lo 
vemos en las siguientes frases: 

• Forgive me, can you tell me what time is? 
Disculpa, ¿puedes decirme qué hora es? 

• I can cook pizza. 
Yo sé cocinar pizza. 

• He can’t speak of my nervousness 
No puedo hablar de mi nerviosismo. 

2. Could 
Este verbo (pasado de “can”) puede traducirse como podía o podías. Igualmente, 
establece posibilidad como podríamos. Algunos ejemplos: 

• We could meet up today. 
Podríamos encontrarnos hoy. 

• Could you call your mom, please? 
¿Podrías llamar a tu mamá, por favor? 

3. May 
Sus traducciones son puede, puede que, puedes o puedo. Se utiliza de la siguiente 
forma: 

• May I speak now? 
¿Puedo hablar ahora? 

• We may go to the college tomorrow. 
Puede que vayamos mañana a la universidad. 

4. Might 

También es una variación o sinónimo del verbo “may”, y su uso va a variar en el 
contexto. Esencialmente, sus traducciones son puede que, podría o podrías. 
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• He might come tonight. 
Puede que él venga esta noche. 

• You might as well try to open and get in the car 
Podrías intentar abrirlo y subir al coche. 

5. Will 

Se utiliza para expresar algo que deberíamos hacer, esperar, etc. en un tiempo futuro. 
Su traducción dependerá mucho del contexto y del verbo. Pero, por ejemplo, puede 
traducirse como: 

• You will find it. 
Lo encontrarás. 

• We will listen to the next time. 
Vamos a escuchar la siguiente vez. 

• Will you marry me? 
¿Te casarías conmigo? 

6. Would 

Se traduce de múltiples formas para disponer o comentar sobre una conducta 
recurrente en el pasado, y pedir que alguien realice una acción. Se emplea del 
siguiente modo: 

• Would you please close our windows? 
¿Podrías por favor cerrar nuestras ventanas? 

• When I was in Spain, I would speak Spanish. 
Cuando estaba en España, hablaba español. 

• I would like you to know the truth. 
Me gustaría que supieras la verdad. 

7. Must 
Su traducción literal sería necesito o tengo qué. Sin embargo, dependerá mucho del 
verbo que acompañe ya que puede implicar suposiciones, como puedes ver aquí: 

• You must be joking. 
Debes estar bromeando. 

• Maybe, she must have done something. 
Quizás, ella debió hacer algo. 

8. Shall 

No es un verbo modal muy común por su formalismo. Su traducción es idéntica a la del 
verbo Will. Veamos cómo se aplica: 
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• We shall dance together soon, my lady. 
Pronto bailaremos juntos, señorita. 

9. Should 

La traducción más común para este verbo modal es debería o deberías. Algunos 
ejemplos de cómo se utiliza: 

• You should listen to me. 
Deberías escucharme. 

• Should she doesn’t back? 
¿Ella no debería volver? 

10. Ought to 

Este es un sinónimo del verbo modal Should, y su traducción es la misma. A 
continuación, un ejemplo: 

• I ought to practice more piano. 
Debería practicar más el piano. 

Veamos un último ejemplo de cómo utilizar varios verbos modales en una 
conversación: 

• Mario: You should practice more today, Antonio. 
Mario: Deberías practicar más hoy, Antonio. 

• Antonio: Yes. First, I must finish this homework. But, don’t worry. I can speak 
Italian. 
Antonio: Sí. Primero necesito terminar esta tarea. Pero no te preocupes. Sé 
hablar italiano. 

• Mario: Then, we will have an excellent score tomorrow. 
Mario: Entonces, tendremos una excelente nota mañana. 

Excercise: 

Choose the right modal verb ( needn´t, must, could, may, can, mustn´t, can, 
needn´t) 
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But after we moved back to Canada, I had very little exposure to the language  
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COMPARATIVES AND SUPERLATIVES 

1. My sister thinks she's (intelligent) than me, but I don't agree!  

2. Avatar is probably (bad) film I've seen!  

3. What is (wet) month of the year in England?  

4. Do you think the Harry Potter films are (good) than the books?  

5. Who is (powerful) person in your country?  

6. I think Men in Black 1 was (funny) than Men in Black 3.  

7. Is Angelina Jolie (old) than Sandra Bullock?  

8. John is (nice) person that I know.  
 
 

WILL / GOING TO 
 

Write the correct form of going to or will to complete the dialogue. 
 
LAURA: What are you doing this weekend, Jan? 
 

TANYA: I  (see) a new play tomorrow at the Royal Court theater. 
 
LAURA: Have you got the tickets yet? 
 

TANYA: NO, I  (get) them this afternoon, actually. Would you like to come? 
 
LAURA: Oh, thank you, that would be nice. 
 

TANYA: OK, I  (get) you a ticket too. 
 
LAURA: Great ... what time does it start? 
 

TANYA: Eight o'clock, but we  (all meet) in the Green Cafe at 7.15. 
 

LAURA: OK, I  (meet) you in the cafe, but, er... 
 

I  (be) there around 7.30. 
 



 

20 
 

TANYA: That's fine. 
 

LAURA: Oh, one other thing ... I've got no money at the moment... I  (pay) 
for the ticket on Saturday. Is that OK? 
 
TANYA: Yes, that's OK, no problem. 
 
LAURA: Great! Why don't we go eat something in the restaurant? 
 

TANYA: That's a good idea. I  (phone) the others and see if they want to 
come too. 
 

LAURA: Good, and I  (book) a table for us. 
 

TANYA: Great! I  (meet) you there in a moment. 

 

MODAL VERBS 
 
Type the correct modal verb into the box. 

 

can couldn't have to might must ought to shouldn't was able 

 
1. It's very cold today. Do you think it snow later?  

2. You leave your door unlocked when you go out.  

3. They have filled the car with petrol before they set off.  

4. My motorbike broke down in the middle of nowhere, but luckily I to fix 
it.  

5. Mum says we watch TV after we've finished our homework.  

6. You don't pick me up at the station. I can get a taxi.  

7. This is impossible, it be a mistake!  

8. Jim have seen me because he walked past without saying 'Hello'.  
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SECOND PARTIAL 
 

WANT / WOULD LIKE 
We use the verb want to talk about wishes and needs, and to give advice: 

What do you want for dinner tonight? (wish or desire) 

The kitchen wants painting. (needs) 

You want to get your tickets soon before they’re all sold out. (I advise you to) 

Most uses of want involve the simple forms of the verb (want, wants, wanted). When we 
are talking about wishes or desires we can also use the continuous form (is wanting, 
was wanting, will be wanting). 

Want meaning ‘wish’ or ‘desire’ 
We always follow want with a complement of some kind. The complement completes 
the meaning of the clause. The complement can be a noun or pronoun as an object, or 
a verb in the to-infinitive form, or an object plus a verb in the to-infinitive form: 

A: 

D’you want a drink? I’ve just made some coffee. (noun object) 

B: 

Oh, yes, please. 

 

Excercises: 

 

Write in order the following sentences: 

 

a. him/to/the/read/book./I/want 
_______________________________________________________ 

b. to/study/them/She/wants/harder. 
_______________________________________________________ 

c. a/car./buy/My/wants/me/mother/to 
_______________________________________________________ 

d. his/The/teacher/wants/homework./him/to/do 
_______________________________________________________ 

e. to/cat/The/wants/feed/me/it. 
_______________________________________________________ 
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WOULD LIKE 
We use would like or ’d like to say politely what we want, especially when making offers 
and requests: 

Would you like a biscuit with your coffee? 

Can you order for Ellie? She’d like the Margarita pizza, please. 

Verbs that follow would like are in the to-infinitive form: 

Would you like to listen to that again? 

I’d like to get a return ticket for tomorrow. 

We use Do you like …? to ask about preferences in general. We don’t use Do you like 
…? to make offers or requests. 

Compare 

Do you like rice? Would you like 
some rice? Do you like dancing? Would you like to 

dance? 

asks about likes and 
dislikes in general offers some rice asks about likes and 

dislikes in general 
invites you to 
dance 

Excercises: 

Would like (loving to do something) 
 
go - have - make - see - talk – visit 
 
Choose 'would like to' and the main verb. 
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VERBS-ING/VERBS IN INFINITIVE 
La forma -ing 

Un verbo terminado en "-ing" puede ser un "present participle" o un "gerund". Ambas 
formas tienen grafías idénticas, lo que las diferencia son sus funciones dentro de la 
oración. 

Present participle 

El "present participle" suele emplearse sobre todo como componente de la forma 
progresiva de un verbo, tras verbos de percepción y movimiento, o como adjetivo. 

"Present participle" en la forma progresiva del verbo 

El "present participle" es uno de los elementos que componen las formas progresivas 
("continuous") de los verbos en inglés, ya sea en presente, pasado, futuro, condicional, 
etc. El verbo auxiliar es el que se conjuga para indicar el tiempo verbal, mientras que el 
"present participle" permanece invariable. 

Ejemplos 

• He is painting. 
• She was waiting. 
• They will be coming. 
• We would be staying. 
• I would have been leaving. 

 

Excercises: 

Complete the sentences with the gerund form of the verbs in parentheses. 

1. She is good at (dance) dancing . 

2. He is crazy about (sing) . 

3. I don't like (play)  cards. 

4. They are afraid of (swim)  in the sea. 

5. You should give up (smoke) . 

6. Sam dreams of (be)  a popstar. 

7. He is interested in (make)  friends. 
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8. My uncle is afraid of (go)  by plane. 

9. We insist on (cook)  the dinner ourselves. 
 

ADVERBIAL PHRASES 
 

ADVERBIAL PHRASES IN DIFFERENT CONTEXT 
 

Adverbial Phrase 
An adverbial phrase is a group of words that functions as an adverb. 

Easy Example of an Adverbial Phrase 
Here is an easy example of an adverbial phrase: 
• Jack will sit in silence. 

(The adverbial phrase "in silence" is functioning as an adverb of manner. It tells 
us how Jack sat.) 

Compare the example above with these examples: 
• Jack will sit quietly. 

(This is a normal adverb. This example has been included to prove that "in 
silence" is an adverb.) 

• I will sit like a monk meditates. 
(This is an adverbial clause. It includes a subject ("a monk") and 
a verb ("meditates").) 

In the examples above, all the adverbs tell us how the person will sit. They are all 
adverbs of manner. When used to modify a verb, an adverb (including an adverbial 
phrase and an adverbial clause) will usually describe when, where, how, or why 
something happens. 

https://www.grammar-monster.com/glossary/adverbial_clauses.htm
https://www.grammar-monster.com/glossary/subject.htm
https://www.grammar-monster.com/lessons/verbs.htm
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When (Adverbial Phrase of Time) 
An adverbial phrase of time states when something happens or how often. For example: 
• I'll do it in a minute. 
• After the game, the king and pawn go into the same box. (Italian Proverb) 
• Do not wait for the last judgment. It takes place every day. (Albert Camus) 

Where (Adverbial Phrase of Place) 
An adverbial phrase of place states where something happens. For example: 
• I used to work in a fire-hydrant factory. You couldn't park anywhere near the 

place. (Steven Wright) 
• Opera is when a guy gets stabbed in the back and, instead of bleeding, he 

sings. (Ed Gardner) 

How (Adverbial Phrase of Manner) 
An adverbial phrase of manner states how something is done. For example: 



 

27 
 

• He would always talk with a nationalistic tone. 
• He sings in a low register. 
• People who say they sleep like a baby usually don't have one. (Leo J. Burke) 

Why (Adverbial Phrase of Reason) 
An adverbial phrase of reason states why something is done. For example: 
• He went to the island to find gold. 
• He plays up to impress his class mates. 
• We tell ourselves stories in order to live. (Author Joan Didion) 

The Format of Adverbial Phrases 
Here are three common formats for adverbial phrases: 
• Prepositional phrase. A prepositional phrase is headed by a preposition (e.g., 

"in," "on," "near," "by," "with"). For example: 
• He was standing in the corner. 
• She is winning without trying. 
• Infinitive phrase. An infinitive phrase is headed by an infinitive verb (e.g., "to 

play," "to jump"). For example: 
• She went to Florence to paint. 
• Fill in this form to join our club. 
• An adverb with an intensifier. An adverb with an intensifier (e.g., "very," 

"extremely," "really") is also an adverbial phrase. For example: 
• He answered you very quickly. 
• She danced extremely beautifully. 
There are, of course, other formats. For example: 
• We arrived a day later than expected. 
• I paid him every week. 
If you have a group of words that is functioning as an adverb and that doesn't feature a 
subject and a verb (meaning it's not a adverbial clause), then you're looking at an 
adverbial phrase. 

Why Should I Care about Adverbial Phrases? 
Here are four good reasons to think more carefully about adverbial phrases. 

(Reason 1) Be careful not to create a misplaced modifier. 
A misplaced modifier is a word (or group of words) that does not link clearly to what it is 
intended to modify. A misplaced modifier makes the meaning of a sentence ambiguous 
or wrong. Look at this example: 
• Jack, coax the monkey with the banana.  

(The shaded text is a misplaced modifier. It is meant to be an adverbial phrase 
modifying the verb "coax." It is supposed to tell Jack how to coax the monkey. 
However, the shaded text could feasibly be an adjective phrase describing the 
monkey, telling Jack which monkey to coax.) 

• Jack, use the banana to coax the monkey.  

https://www.grammar-monster.com/lessons/prepositions.htm
https://www.grammar-monster.com/glossary/infinitive%20verb.htm
https://www.grammar-monster.com/glossary/intensifier.htm
https://www.grammar-monster.com/glossary/adverbial_clauses.htm
https://www.grammar-monster.com/glossary/adjective_phrases.htm
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(Often, rewording is best. This corrected example does not feature an adverbial 
phrase.) 

Here is an example from the film "Hot Fuzz": 
• "He was a hero at his last police station. He once shot a robber with a 

Kalashnikov." 
 

"Great, where did he get that?" 
"No, the robber had the Kalashnikov." 
 
(The shaded text is a misplaced modifier. It is meant to be an adjective 
phrase describing the robber. However, it was taken to be an adverbial phrase 
modifying the verb "shot.") 

(Reason 2) Use commas correctly with your adverbial clauses. 
When your adverbial phrase (or clause for that matter) is at the front of your 
sentence, it is known as a "fronted adverbial." A fronted adverbial is usually 
offset with a comma. For example: 
• At 4 o'clock, open the gates.  
• In the middle of New York, temperatures reached 106 degrees 

Fahrenheit.  
When your adverbial phrase is at the back, the tendency is to omit the 
comma. For example: 
• Open the gates at 4 o'clock.  
• Temperatures reached 106 degrees Fahrenheit in the middle of New York.  
• Here are examples with adverbial phrases at both ends: 
• In July 1936, temperatures reached 106 degrees Fahrenheit in the middle of 

New York.  
• In the middle of New York, temperatures reached 106 degrees Fahrenheit in 

July 1936.  
 

Should I Use a Comma for a Fronted Adverbial? 
 
When an adverbial phrase starts a sentence, it is good practice to offset it with a comma 
to show where the phrase ends and the main clause starts. This aids reading. If your 
adverbial phrase is short (say, 1-4 words in length), there is less need for the comma, 
which can now be safely omitted. With a short adverbial phrase, you can still use a 
comma, especially if you want to emphasize the adverbial phrase or create a pause for 
effect. 

(Reason 3) Save two words by writing "to" instead of "in order to." 
To reduce your word count, you can usually replace "in order to" with "to" without any 
loss of meaning. 
• The mountaineers spent two months with the air-sea rescue team in order to 

gain experience. 

https://www.grammar-monster.com/glossary/adjective_phrases.htm
https://www.grammar-monster.com/glossary/adjective_phrases.htm
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Even though it adds to your word count, you should not delete "in order" every time. 
Using "in order to" makes it clear that the text that follows is the reason for performing 
the action. (It's like using "so as to.") Using just "to" runs the risk of creating a misplaced 
modifier. Look at this example: 
• Jack designed a device in order to find underground water. 

(With "in order" deleted, we're now unsure whether Jack designed an 
underground-water finder (i.e., "to find underground water" is an adjective 
describing "device") or whether he designed a device that can be used to detect 
underground water as per his intention (i.e., "to find underground water" is an 
adverb modifying "designed"). With "in order to," that ambiguity disappears. It 
can only be the latter. Get it?) 

There's another advantage to using "in order to." It puts a little more emphasis on the 
reason for the action. So, save two words if you need to, but be careful not to create a 
misplaced modifier. 
 
(Reason 4) Delete your intensifier, unless you really need it. 
When writing formally, the level of intensity should be achieved through word 
choice (e.g., by using strong adjectives instead of intensifiers). Using intensifiers is 
widely considered as lazy writing. 
• She was very angry. 

(This is considered as lazy writing.) 
• She was livid. 

(There is no need for an intensifier with a strong adjective like "livid.") 
This quotation captures why you should use intensifiers sparingly. 
• If everything is very important, then nothing is important. (Canadian Prime 

Minister Brian Mulroney) 

 
Key Points 

• Could your adverbial phrase feasibly be an adjective phrase? Avoid misplaced 
modifiers. For example: 
• Read the book in the corner.  

(Is "in the corner" an adverbial phrase telling us where to read the book, 
or is "in the corner" an adjective phrase telling us which book to read?) 

• If your adverbial is fronted, use a comma. Don't use a comma if it's at the 
back. 

• Save two words by writing "to" instead of "in order to." (But then check for a 
misplaced modifier.) 

• Have you used the word "very"? Yes? Delete it. 
 

 

 

https://www.grammar-monster.com/glossary/diction.htm
https://www.grammar-monster.com/glossary/diction.htm
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Exercise Sheet 

Q1 

Select the one with an adverbial phrase: 

A: Put it near the sink. 

B: Drop it immediately. 

Q2 

Select the one with an adverbial phrase: 

A: Take a tablet quickly. 

B: Take a tablet before every meal. 

Q3 

True or false? An adverbial phrase is a group of words that functions as an adverb. 

A: True 

B: False 

Q4 

Select the one with an adverbial phrase: 

A: I'll see you in an hour. 

B: I'll see you later, mate. 

Q5 

Select the one with an adverbial phrase: 

A: I'll meet you at seven o'clock. 

B: I'll meet you when we agreed yesterday. 

Q6 

Select the one with an adverbial phrase: 

A: He sings brilliantly, and he tells jokes. 

B: He sings with the voice of a rock star. 

Q7 

Select the one with an adverbial phrase: 

A: We left at the start of the first act. 
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B: We left when the first act started. 

Q8 

Select the one with an adverbial phrase: 

A: He lives on the street. 

B: He lives alone. 

Q9 

Select the one with an adverbial phrase: 

A: Simon arrived after the alarm. 

B: I think Simon set off the alarm. 

Q10 

Select the one with an adverbial phrase: 

A: I am in trouble. 

B: I am here. 

Q11 

Select the one with an adverbial phrase: 

A: After the first million, money isn't important. 

B: Private jets cost a lot of money. 

Q12 

Select the one with an adverbial phrase: 

A: It's past my bedtime. 

B: I'm going to bed in an hour. 

Q13 

Select the one with an adverbial phrase: 

A: We will be arriving in a little while. 

B: Would you like something to eat now? 

Q14 

True or false? The following sentence is punctuated correctly? 
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"There is an escaped ostrich in the middle of the town." 

A: True 

B: False 

Q15 

True or false? The following sentence is punctuated correctly? 

 

"In the middle of the town there is an escaped ostrich." 

A: True 

B: False 

Q16 

Select the one with an adverbial phrase: 

A: Luckily for us, we arrived just in time. 

B: We bought the last 5 tickets. 

Q17 

True or false? Professional writers tend to avoid the word "very". 

A: True 

B: False 
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THIRD PARTIAL 

 
Zero Conditional 

The Zero Conditional talks about, real habits, general truths, real world or scientific 
facts. Observe the grammar structure. 

 

 

Observe the example below: 

 

GRAMMAR 

A. Match these sentences. 

 
1. If I can have a pet, (      ) I pay your ticket too. 
2. If you mix blue and yellow color, (      ) the students leave school early. 
3. If you go to the concert with me, (      ) you can go to bed. 
4. If he smokes a lot of cigarettes, (      ) it turns into ice. 
5. If the teacher gets late to class, (      ) it floats. 
6. If you freeze water, (      ) he gets cancer. 
7. If you are tired, (      ) they cancel the soccer match. 
8. If you pour oil on water, (      ) I choose a dog. 
9. If it rains, (      ) we don’t catch the bus. 
10. If we are late, (      ) you get green color. 

 

WRITING  

• The word "if" 
starts the 
sentence. 

if 

• The grammar 
structure is in 

simple 
present.  

condition  

• The result is  
written in 

simple 
present.  

result  

IF  IT RAINS, 
THE 

FLOWER 
GROWS. 
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B. Answer these questions on your own.  

Try to write a sentence by using the conditional zero and  “if” as the example. 
Remember that the simple present form in third person (-s) sometimes is 
necessary. 

 

1. What do your friends forget your 
birthday? 

If my friends forget my birthday, I don’t care 
about it. 

2. What does your teacher do if you 
talk in class? 

If I talk in class…_______________________ 

3. What do you do if you get a 
headache? 

______________________________________ 

4. What do you do if there is nothing 
on TV?  

______________________________________ 

5. What do you do if you receive bad 
service in a restaurant? 

______________________________________ 

6. What do you do if you get 
sunburnt? 

______________________________________ 

7. What do you do if you feel hungry 
at night? 

______________________________________ 

8. What do you do if you forget your 
cellular at school? 

______________________________________ 

9. What do you do if you don't 
understand your English teacher? 

______________________________________ 

10. What do you do if you buy 
something new and it breaks after a 
few days? 

______________________________________ 

 

SPEAKING AND LISTENING 

C. Read the conversations, underline the conditional sentences.  

 If you have access to internet at home, you can visit the webpage: soundgrammar.com 
and have the complete audio for these conversations. If you don’t, then you can read 
them aloud and practice your pronunciation. 

Conversation 1 
A: Where do you work? 
B: I work at the beach. I am a lifeguard. 
A: Cool. That must be a great job. 
B: Sometimes. But, if it is hot, it gets really 
busy. 
A: What about in winter? 
B: When winter comes, the beaches are 
empty so I there’s no work. 
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A: I see 
Conversation 2 

A: When it snows, do you go skiing? 
B: I do if I have time. 
A: I ski too. What is the best place to ski? 
B: Sugar bowl is a good place when there is 
enough snow. 
A: What months does it get snow? 
B: If it is a good winter, it gets lots of snow 
from December to March. 

 

Conversation 3 
A: What days do you teach? 
B: I teach every day, but I also teach Sunday 
if my boss asks me. 
A: Really, who do you teach then? 
B: I teach private groups. Usually business 
people. 
A: Do you teach small classes? 
B: No, we only have class if we have at least 
twenty students. 
 

 

 
 

Conversation 4 
A: How do you like working at the 
restaurant? 
B: I like it, but it is hard when it gets busy. 
A: Do you get tips? 
B: Not always, but I often get them if I have a 
really big order. 
A: Sounds like a good job. 
B: It is as long as it’s not too busy. 
 

 

 

 

D. SELECT THE CORRECT ANSWER FOR EACH CONVERSATION.

1) What happens in winter?  

 a) He busy. 

 b) He is not busy. 

 

2) What do they discuss?  

 a) When and where to ski. 

 b) What to wear and how to ski. 

 

3) What does she teach on Sunday?  

 a) Private class 

 b) Make-up classes 

 

4) When does she get tips?  

 a) When it is busy. 
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 b) When there is a big order. 

 

Present Perfect 
The present perfect talks about real experiences that someone had in the past and 
follows these important elements in the grammar structure. 

 

 

GRAMMAR 

E. Rewrite these sentences by using the present perfect form. Observe the 
example. (* irregular verbs) 

1. I /study/ French I have studied French.________________ 
2. She / eat / sushi * She has eaten 

sushi.__________________ 
3.  They / go / to Scotland * ___________________________________ 
4. We / read / that book * ___________________________________ 
5. He / live / here for three years ___________________________________ 
6.  You / know / David for ten years * ___________________________________ 
7. I / lose / my keys  * ___________________________________ 
8. He / drink / too much coffee * ___________________________________ 
9. She / pass / the exam ___________________________________ 
10. She / go / to Peru * ___________________________________ 

 

 

•The auxiliar "have" is used for plural  
•The auxiliar "has" is used for singular 

Use the present 
perfect to talk 

about experiences 

•Use regular verbs with "-ed" 
•Check out the list of irregular verbs. 

Memorize the 
verbs in past 

participle form. 

•Use "yet" in questions and negative form 
•Use "already" in affirmative stetements 

•Use "ever" in questions about unique events 
 

Use "yet" , 
"already" and 

"ever" 
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 F. Word search of: Irregular Past Participle Verbs 

W H D R W D S G X E I X I W O 

S T N L E T N O K U L D P J S 

W F U K E E M N E V I R D Y B 

C T O O V A G E Q B A R V A V 

X V F I D P V Y W T E Z F T T 

X E G E Q E N O D U B O D D B 

B N Y Q M E O J V C R W P E U 

V K U Y P N O U D G B U U G R 

K N O W N J Y E O Q K M N Q A 

H X S M Y V N T M A K W E M W 

L D T D T F T E N V D B I T H 

K U Y F D E N T T E B G G U A 

H Q N A N O B Q X A E E I Z E 

H J H T T G O A O J E S E D V 

U Y Z Y L A P Q D Z X N F N T 

 
 BEEN CUT DONE 
DRIVEN EATEN FORGOTTEN 
FOUND GIVEN GONE 
HAD KNOWN LET 
MADE MET SEEN 
 

G. Select the correct option. 

1. Have you finished your lunch 
_____? 

 already 

5, They haven’t seen St. Paul’s Cathedral 
_____. 

 already 
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 yet 
 

 yet 
 

2. We’ve _____ been to England. 

 already 

 yet 
 

6. We haven’t found the answer _____. 

 already 

 yet 
 

3. I have _____ repaired your car. 

 already 

 yet 
 

7. Everybody has _____ gone home. 

 already 

 yet 
 

4. Has everybody arrived _____? 

 already 

 yet 
 

8. Jane has _____ got up. 

 already 

 yet 
 

H. Answer these questions on your own on the affirmative or negative form. 
Observe the example. 

1. Have you ever been on TV? Yes, I have been on 
tv._________________ 

2. Have you ever eaten anything really 
strange? 

No, I haven’t eaten anything really 
strange. 

3. Have you given a public speech? ____________________________________ 
4. Have you fallen down the stairs? ____________________________________ 
5. Have you sung in public? ____________________________________ 
6. Have you lost your cell phone? ____________________________________ 
7. Have you built a snowman? ____________________________________ 
8. Have you forgotten an important 

birthday? 
____________________________________ 

9. Have you ever been in a concert? ____________________________________ 
10. Have you danced in public? ____________________________________ 

 

 

SPEAKING AND LISTENING 

I. Read the conversations. Underline the present perfect sentences. Circle all the 
verbs in past participle form.  

If you have access to internet at home, you can visit the webpage: soundgrammar.com 
and have the complete audio for these conversations. If you don’t, then you can read 
them aloud and practice your pronunciation. 

Conversation 1 
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Man: Have you ever been to Asia? 
Woman: Yes, I have. Many times. 
Man: Where have you been? 
Woman: I have been to Japan, Korea and 
China. 
Man: Have you been to Indonesia? 
Woman: No, I haven’t been there yet! 

 
 

Conversation 2 
 
Man: Have you ever eaten Japanese food? 
Woman: I have. I have eaten lots of 
Japanese food. 
Man: What foods have you eaten? 
Woman: I’ve eaten sushi, ramen, and yaki-
soba. 
Man: Have you tried natto? 
Woman: No, I haven’t, but I’ve heard it’s 
disgusting 

 

 

Conversation 3 
 
Man: Have you seen the new Star Wars 
movie? 
Woman: Yes, I have seen them all. 
Man: Have you seen all the Spiderman 
movies? 
Woman: No, I haven’t. Have you? 
Man: Yes, I have seen them all except the 
latest one. 
Man: Oh, I’ve seen that one! It’s good! 

 

 

Conversation 4 
 
Man: Have you tried the new café? 
Woman No, I haven’t. I haven’t had time. 
Have you? 
Man: I have. It is really nice, but I’ve only 
been there once. 
Woman: I’ve heard it is really nice. 
Man: It is! They’ve a nice job! 
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J. Select the correct option according 
to the conversations. 

1) What country has she visited?  

 a) Korea 

 b) Indonesia 

 

2) What foods has she eaten?  

 a) Sushi 

 b) Natto 

 

3) What movie has Katie seen?  

 a) Most Spiderman movies 

 b) Just the last Spiderman movie 

 

4) Who has been to the new cafe?  

 a) She has. 

 b) He has 

 

 

 

WRITING 

K. WRITE A LIST OF THINGS YOU HAVEN’T EXPERIENCED YET. YOU CAN USE 
THE LIST OF IRREGULAR VERBS FROM DE CRISS-CROSS GAME ABOVE. 
OBSERVE THE EXAMPLE. 

1. I haven’t gone to a live concert yet.______ 

2. I haven’t seen…_____________________ 

3. __________________________________ 

4.__________________________________ 

5. _________________________________ 

6. _________________________________ 

7. _________________________________ 

8._________________________________ 
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Phrasal Verbs 
A phrasal verb consists of a verb and a preposition or adverb that modifies or changes 
the meaning; 'give up' is a phrasal verb that means 'stop doing' something, which is very 
different from 'give'. The word or words that modify a verb in this manner can also go 
under the name particle. 

 

L. Read the following list of phrasal verbs translated and match them with an 
example from the right list. 

Phrasal verb / Translation into Spanish Example 
 

1. Back up: apoyar (     ) I went to the park and came across 
your brother – he is looking so grown up 
now! 

2. Bring up: mencionar algo. (    ) Let me check out some numbers and 
I will get back to you with an answer this 
afternoon. 

3. Come across: encontrarse a 
alguien por casualidad. 

(     ) Hurry up or we will never make it in 
time! 
 

4. Drop off: dejar a alguien en un 
sitio. 

(     ) The rest of the team backed her up 
when she told 

5. Get along: llevarse bien. (     ) Mike hasn’t turned up yet. Do any of 
you know where is he? 

6. Get back to: responder mas tarde. (     ) Don’t bring up the budget during the 
meeting, please. 

7. Get over: superar (     )  I’m looking after the children while 
my sister is at work. 

8. Give up: rendirse (     ) Marcos is dropping me off at the 
airport today. 

9. Hurry up: darse prisa (     ) Can you turn the lighs off when you 
leave, please? 

10. Look after: cuidar de alguien. (     ) Do you get along with your English 
teacher? I think she’s really cool. 

11. Pick up: recoger algo o a alguien. (    ) I gave up smoking last May. 
12. Turn on/off: encender/apagar (     )  He has gotten over his breakup 

quite well, don’t you think? 
13. Turn up: llegar o aparecer (     ) The company is carrying out a plan 

to increase salaries by 20% next year. 
14. Carry out: llevar a cabo (     ) Can you pick me up at the train 

station? 
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M. Criss-Cross of: Phrasal Verbs  

 

 
 
Across 
5. cuidar a alguien 
7. rendirse 
8. recoger algo o a alguien 
9. llevarse bien 
Down 
1. apoyar 
2. superar 
3. encontrarse a alguien por casualidad 
4. dejar a alguien en algún  sitio 
6. darse prisa 
7. responder más tarde 
10. encender 
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READING 

N. Read the following text and circle all the phrasal verbs in it. Then copy the 
phrasal verbs on your notebook and try to write a different sentence with them. 

 

I’m a ‘morning person’ 

 

The alarm goes off at 7:00. I wake up, lean over and turn off the alarm. I get up quickly 

and go downstairs. I put on the coffee. I go back upstairs and have a shower. I sing a 

song in the shower. I put on my clothes. When I come downstairs again, I have my first 

cup of coffee. Mmmmm! Then I have some toast and a second cup of coffee. I wash my 

cup and tidy up the kitchen. I take my bag and set off to work. It is 8:00 am. I lock up the 

house before I go. Sometimes I run to catch the bus. I get on the bus and go for three or 

four stops. Then I get off the bus. I go into work and say 'GOOD MORNING!' to my first 

class. It is 8:45am. 

 

Feedback 

Check out the following list of achievements and write a check ( ) on the ones 
you have accomplished. 

Achievement  I know 
 

 

I don’t know. 

 

I need more 
practice. 

 
I can identify conditional sentences.    
I can use simple present tense on 
conditional zero. 

   

I can identify the present perfect 
sentences. 

   

I am able to write past participle verbs.    
I can identify the different use of “have” 
and “has” in present perfect sentences. 

   

I know the difference among using “yet”, 
“already” and “ever”. 

   

I can answer questions in present    



 

44 
 

perfect. 
I can identify some phrasal verbs.    

 

SELF-EVALUATION 

Select the correct option, then check your answers for self-evaluation. 

 

1. Have you finished your homework 
_____? 

 already 

 yet 

2.  Have you _____visited a beach ? 

 never 

 ever 

3. She  _____ already gone to Paris. 

 has 

 have 

4. They  _____ had a car? 

 haven’t 

 don’t 

5. Have you ever _____ sushi? 

 eat 

 eaten 

6.  He _____ arrived to the airport yet. 

 hasn’t 

 doesn’t 

7.  If it _____ they cancel the soccer 
match.  

 rains 

 rain 

8.  if you get late, you ____ catch the 
bus. 

 aren’t 

 don’t 

9.  If you ____ my friend, please help 
me. 

 are 

 be 

10.  if she _____ you, it means she 
loves you. 

 call 

 calls 
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